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, Dear Mr. 'Seorst-aryl

-: g B letter ftted January 7, 190, your Anixstant Zeeretery for
g Adinistration r~queted a deisiaon a' to the legelity of progr"m
. fi~vt s pting for the xpenditures IncurrO for me.ta served ng

b.tnene w" etings mder the circt ntozees set fortb belorw.

The letter stated that tbo Department of tabor tmufrt piertdiaelly
.- ; t>t di metinp of national advisory grops,, mageial group, Ped/or
g;~ kay persomel to reviev problem areas and detaridne corrective netion

.. t to resolve the prolema areaf. At surnh meetingst speolkeri present
brtefings on aSubject =ttter directly bearing on the problen areas.

To hold thore etling to a one or two day period the groupsA A. tatolred are required to stay together during 'orking sessions, Blusi-
N bSIS is is .al *daueW during meal aeaion- et vhiih sW ers presment

itoca relatinsg to the Toblem areas thuwB achietvi31 umeit ulinei8
* i ae ft by. avoiding days in recoVening work: . It i.s

t.oted thet the met sessiotns could involve b fafit~j dlmer an

it is also etated that trewlly'iu meetings do not invvlye'
07 . lyeg In a travel ntus. Yt is proposed that here employee

, r, i Th experts,. or cwnsuLtants are paid trtvel and per diem 4xcensen,
:4z . w ct of =*I see vwoutdd be dedmutd from their per diem all.3. oee

: t,, at X rate of $2. 50 -pr imael

Wo do not know of any statute and none hiia been tlled to our
4ttQntim which rseaonably am1d be construed es authorizing payent
et th*. xpenses *f' tfurnibng mealt utinder the deatrihed zire=tsni.es.
It iv eiatablisahd that the Government -my nat pity th subsigtence

. - sea of' or ftrarnZh free food to ciruilian employees at headquarters
oftlticn to tbeir regular compenzation.withoit spectfic authority
.ap r th u 9 My be vorking wuder tmusial conditios. See

,. 1I9'1tW?) and 8.uthorities therein cited. Sinie it iœ
'tateL that generally such Meetings do not invo1ve employeea in 3

tra 5ttut3, it l-a pres3ed that the meeting; generolly tnhze p1.rice
-> t tl~eest hendqmrters. Accordingly, the decision in 42 Comp,
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